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associated. The earliest poems of his which he
has thought worth preserving appeared a few
months after the passing of the first Reform
Bill, and must have been composed during the
times of popular agitation that preceded it. A
year later, at a cost of twenty millions, slavery
was abolished in all the British colonies, and
for the first time it could be said that our rule
was over none but freemen. Two years later
was seen the birth of a national education
system, and the passing of a new Poor Law.
The people at large were finding their voice on
all sides, and in many quarters began to use it
with violence. Demands were made presently
for further parliamentary reforms, and the po-
litical privileges of property were attacked openly,
and not without success. At the same time
there was formed an Anti-Corn-Law League
and the gospel of free trade was preached with a
religious enthusiasm. In seven years' time the
preaching bore its fruit. The Corn Laws were
repealed in 1846, and the Free-trade policy
under Lord John Russell was carried at once
into every branch of commerce. Six years after-
wards came the great industrial exhibition,
which contained contributions from nearly every